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Lord Yoga Narasimha
Santhipriya

Who is Lord Narasimha who took many incarnations? Once upon
a time a demon named Hiranyakashibu came to rule the earth.
He performed severe penance and received special boon from
Lord Brahma which gave him invincibility from death. According
to the boon he received he cannot be killed either by human or

by beast or by any animal or by any weapons either in the day



or in the night. Once he received such a powerful boon, he
unleashed terror in the wuniverse torturing everyone and
persecuted even divines. Therefore the celestial forces met Lord
Vishnu and requested him to save them from his tyranny.
Hiranyakashibu begot a son named Prahlada who was a devotee
of Lord Vishnu. Hiranyakashibu, who did not like his son
worshiping Lord Vishnu attempted to dissuade him. Once when
in an argument Prahlada pointing out a pillar, told his father
that Lord Vishnu was also inside that pillar. When
Hiranyakashibu refuted his son’s claim and kicked the pillar to
show his disrespecting, angered by his act, Lord Vishnu in
ferocious form into that of half man half animal, appeared from
a pillar, dragged Hiranyakashibu at the twilight period- when it
was neither day, nor night- and killed him tearing him with his
nails. That incarnation of Lord Vishnu was termed as Lord
Narasimha manifestation which is the background story of Lord

Narasimha.

The anger of Lord Narasimha refused to cool down and afraid of
his fierce look after killing Hiranyakashibu, every one requested
Prahlada to request the Lord to cool down. Heeding to the
prayer of Prahlada, Lord Narasimha calmed down to appear as
Lord Yoga Narasimha with his consort. The nine incarnations
taken by Lord Vishnu were Lord Jwala Narasimha, Lord Bhargava
Narasimha, Lord Yoga Narasimha, Lord Krotha Narasimha, Lord
Karanja Narasimha, Lord Chathravada Narasimha, Lord Bhavana

Narasimha, Lord Abiloga Narasimha and Lord Mahola



Narasimha. He is worshipped as Lord Lakshmi Narasimha when

he appears with his consort.

There are two famous temples for Lord Narasimha in the state
of Karnataka which are dedicated to Lord Yoga Narasimha. Four
Kilometers away from there was a forest named Kurunegari
where Maharishi Kanva was in penance. Once with his yogic
powers, he saw Lord Narasimha standing in the forest in the
form of a pillar. Therefore he desired that the said fact be made

known to the mankind in the universe.

The folks of Kadugolla who had settled in the said forest used to
drive their cows and cattle to the top of the mountain for food.
Once the cattle satiated their hunger eating vines, they used to
be driven back home. However once, one of the shepherds
noticed the strange act of a Cow daily milching near a specific
bush and come back after releasing milk from her lap. Hearing
the strange phenomenon from the shepherd, with his yogic
power Kanwa Rishi understood that Lord Narasimha must have
settled there and understood that it was the appropriate time
to let the world know that the Lord was in the form of a pillar
there and therefore transformed himself into that of a sheppard
belonging to Kadugolla community and called everyone in his
group to show the miracle act of the Cow which was milching
milk from her lap on that specific spot. Everyone followed the
Cow for two more days and saw the miracle act happening and

were surprised to note it.



Immediately the folks joined together and cut down the bush as
per the advice of the sage only to see a statue of Lord lying
there. When they informed Kanva Rishi, he taught them the
manner in which the daily pooja and other rituals are to be done
to the deity. After preaching them everything on the ritual, he
went away and became untraceable thereafter. Even today the
folks of Kadugolla continue to perform pooja and other rituals
as advised by the Rishi. The temple is maintained by them,

performing annual rituals.



