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Nagusha cursed
Santhipriya

Several thousand years back Nagusha, the son of Maharishi Yayati, ruled the
universe. He belonged to Ishvagu race and predecessor to Pandava brothers. He
was well versed in Vedas and followed the norms of Veda Shastras and remained
impartial to his folks. He was therefore liked by the folks of his country. Maharishi
Vashishta was his guru. He performed several Yagnas and the Ashvamedha Yagya
performed by him was the best amongst others due to which he further gained

several spiritual powers.

While he was ruling the earth, in Indra Log a crisis occurred. Lord Indira killed a

Brahmin called Vrudrasura by deceit and in order to escape the punishment



accrued out of the sin, he ran away from Indira Log and hid himself far away from
the eyes of devas with the result the Indira Log throne remained vacant without
a King. Everyone became tired of searching Lord Indira who remained elusive.
Since the Kingdom of Indira Log cannot remain vacant for a long without a King,
the celestials after considering all factors approached King Nagusha to accept the
leadership till Lord Indira was traced and Nagusha gladly accepted it. Nagusha
continued to rule even Indira Log without bias treating everyone alike maintaining
the decorum needed. The celestials felt happy that they had indeed made a good
choice as he ruled satisfying everyone. However as the years passed, slowly his
attitude began to change making him power drunk, arrogant and all good

qualities possessed by him started slowly vanishing.

Under the changed circumstances, while Nagusha was walking through the
palace, he happened to see the beautiful wife of Lord Indira and he instantly fell
in love with her. He approached her to marry him and go to Bhoolog along with
him. She being very virtuous lady and true to her husband she felt displeased
with the proposal of Nagusha. No celestial would come forward to protect her
as they were threatened by Nagusha. Therefore she approached Maharishi
Brihaspati seeking a solution to escape from Nagusha, he too backed out on
account of threat from Nagusha. Therefore she prayed to Goddess Parvathi and
with her help she found out the place of Lord Indira’s hide out and met him
seeking solution to escape from Nagusha. Since Lord Indira could not come out
of his hiding to fight with Nagusha because the period of punishment was yet to
get over, he suggested another solution which Maharishi Brihaspati had earlier

secretly told him about a curse Nagusha was carrying on his head. Accepting the



suggestion she sent the message to Nagusha asking him to come and meet her
in a palanquin to be carried by Saptha Rishis. Without knowing the implication
of her suggestion, Nagusha called Saptha rishis and ordered them to carry him in
a palanquin to meet Lord Indira’s wife. Nagusha had not realized that those men
were powerful rishis holding great powers than the King. The sages had to carry
out the orders of the King and carried him in a palanquin. Maharishi Agastya was
a short man and the palanquin titled to one side while going and Nagusha's legs
kicked Agastya by mistake as he was shouting ‘Sarpa..Sarpa’ meaning go
faster...go faster. That was the last straw and enraged Sage Agastya was enraged
by the appalling behaviour of the king, and cursed him 'may you become a Sarpa

(serpent) as uttered by you.

Nagusha immediately sought pardon, but Sage Agasthia was not willing to take
back his curse and toned it down by suggesting that his curse could be redeemed
only by his successors provided they answer three questions which may arise in
his mind. Instantly Nagusha became a huge serpent in Bhoolog and lived for
several thousand years in the same form. Many years later, when the Pandava
brothers came to the jungle where Nagusha was living as a serpent, Nagusha
caught Bhima who was strolling there and narrated his ordeal. Bhima was
astonished that a servant spoke like human and attempted to free himself from
him, but could not succeed. Meanwhile, Yudhistara was looking for Bhima. When
he learnt what had happened to him, Nagusha revealed about his curse to
Yudhishthira and requested him to answer three of his questions to get relieved
of his curse. As soon as Yudhistara successfully answered his questions, Nagusha

was freed of his curse and went to heaven freeing Bhima too.



