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Maha Ganapath i  Sarabheswar, Entrance to the temple 
and Lord Sh i va 

 
 

Temple 

Karnataka ,  a  southern  state  in  Ind ia  has  many  h i stor ica l  temp l es .  

Espec ia l l y  the  temp les  i n  Manga lore  have  interest ing  l egends  beh i nd  

them.  One  amongst  them is  Saravu  Sarabeswar  Maha  Ganapath i  temp le .   

As  per  a  story  i n  Skanda  Purana ,  once  Lord  Muruga  requested h i s  

bro ther  V inayaga  to  man i fest  i n  the  area  where  r i ver s  Pa lgun i  and  

Netravath i  merged  to  fu lf i l l  the  wishes  and  pro tect  h i s  devotees  in  and  

around  the  p lace .   Respect ing  h i s  bro ther ’ s  r equest ,  some  years  l a ter  

Lord  V inayaga  man i fested w i th  h i s  w ife  S idda lakshmi  i n  that  p lace .  Few 

                                             



l egends  connected  with  the  temp le  of  Maha  Ganapath i  and  Lord  Sh i va  

was  interest ing  to  read .   

 

Story of Sarabeswarar  temple 

Long  ago ,  a  p ious ,  God fear ing  and  a  strong  K ing  named Veerabahu  r u led  

a  p lace  ca l led  Thu lu  (In  Karnataka  reg ion ) .  He  was  fond  of  hunt ing  i n  the  

forests  and  one  day  as  he  was  return ing  back  after  hunt ing ,  he  stopped 

in  a  spot  where  r i ver s  Pa lgun i  and  Nethtrava l i  met .  There  were  two  

temp les ,  o ne  for  Lord  Sh i va  and  other  for  Lord  V ishnu .  He  rested near  

the  r i ver ,  worsh ipped  the  de i t ies  i n  those  temples  after  tak ing  bath  in  

the  r i ver ,  and  returned back .  To  the  east  of  Sh i va  temp le  was  a  dense  

forest .  On  way  through the  forest ,  he  not i ced  an  amaz ing  scene .  In  the  

midst  of  the  forests  were  severa l  herm its  for  the  sa int s  and  away  over  

a  d i s tance  were  a  cow and  a  t iger .  The  t iger  was  mov ing  c l oser  to  the  

cow .  In  a  moment  of  anx iety  and  fear  that  the  t iger  wou ld  k i l l  the  cow,  

the K ing  shot  an  ar row on  the  t iger .  A las ,  the  ar row missed  the  t iger ,  

and  h i t  the  Cow,  wh ich  was  actua l ly  mov ing  a long  with  the  t iger .  The  

K ing  fe lt  sor ry  for  the  un intent iona l  m i stake  and  went  to  sa i nt  

Bharatwaja  stay ing  i n  the  near  by  hermit  and  nar rated the  inc ident  

seek i ng  h is  adv ice  over  the  un intent io na l  s in  committed by  h im .   

 

Sa int  Bharadhwaja  c onso led  h im  say i ng  ‘O  k ing ,  don ’ t  worry ,  now that  an  

un intent iona l  s i n  has  been  committed ,  you  have  to  f ind  recourse .   Lord 

Parasurama s anct i f ied  th is  p lace  due  to  which  even  hab itua l  enemies  l i ke  

a  Cow and  a  T iger  i s  ab le  to  stand s ide  by  s ide !   No  doubt  you  k i l l ed  the  

cow in  the  process  of  sav i ng  i t ,  but  i t  has  resu lted  i n  gohatya  (S in  for  

k i l l i ng  a  ho ly  cow) .  Worry  not .  In  order  to  abso l ve  the  s i n  I  suggest  an  

appropr iate  remedy .  It  i s  for  you  to  dec ide .  You  have  to  construct  a  

temp le  ded icated  to  Lord  Sh i va  at  the  same spot  where  gohatya  was  



committed  and  Pujas  and  worsh ip  of  S h iva  be  performed by  you  da i l y .  

Th i s  w i l l  exp iate  your  s i n  i n  s tages ’ .  

 

Without  a  moment  o f  hes i tat io n ,  the  K ing  agreed to  the  suggest ion  of  

the  sa i nt  to  construct  a  temp le .   Sa i n t  fur ther  adv ised  h im  ‘O  k ing !  

Before  you  beg in  the  construct ion  of  the  temp le ,  i nsta l l  a  Sh i va  L inga  on  

the  same spot  and  commence worsh ip  there .  Subsequent ly  you  have  to  

construct  a  tank  to  the  nor th  of  the  temp l e  and  to  i ts  south ,  i nsta l l  a  

stone  ido l  of  a  cow .  By  the  power  of  my tapas  I  w i l l  ensure  that  the  

water  of  the  Netrava l i  R i ver  f lows  through  the  mouth  of  the  cow,  which  

wi l l  cont i nue  to  f i l l  the  tank  without  a l l owing  i t  to  dry .  Name the  p lace  

Sarabeshwara .   In  order  to  earn  the  grace  of  Sh iva ,  you  shou ld  feed  one  

l akh  Brahmins  and  in  course  of  t ime  the  de i ty  Sarabeshwara  wi l l  become 

famous  l i ke  Kash i  V i shwanath .  One  day  Ganapathy  wi l l  a l so  man i fest  

from the  southern  s ide  of  the  temple  who  when  consecrated in  a  t emple ,  

w i l l  become popu lar  as  'Sr i  Saravu  Mahaganapathy . ’   With  such  a  sermon  

rece ived  from R ish i  Bharadwaj ,  Veerabahu  became very  happy ,  and  

commenced the  construct i on  of  the  Sh i va  temp l e .  Bharadwaj  estab l i shed 

a  S i va  l i ng  i n  the  spot  where  h i s  ar row fe l l  and  as  promised ,  ensured 

that  the  r i ver  f lew through  the  mouth  of  Cow ido l .   

 

Birth of Maha Ganapathi  temple 

Veerabahu  d id  not  have  an  he i r  to  take  over  the  k ingdom after  h i s  

death .  So  a long  w i th  h i s  w ife  he  c ont i nued  to  v i s i t  the  temple ,  

performed pujas ,  and  prayed with  great  devot ion .  Dur ing  th is  per iod  

Chandrasekhar  Ja i n ,  the  k ing  of  Hoysa la   ,  harbored hatred  towards 

V ishnuvardhan  another  K ing  i n  the  nearby  state ,  reason  be i ng   

V i shnuvardhan  had deser ted  the  Ja in  fa i th  and  converted  h imse lf  a  

devotee  of  Lord  V ishnu .  In  the  batt le  that  ensued ,  Chandrasekhar  Ja in  

was  k i l l ed  and  h i s  son ,  Vera  Bangaraja ,  approached  k ing  Veerabahu  and  



sought  h i s  r efuge .  At  the  i nstance  of  sa i nt  Bharadwaj ,  Vera  Bangaraja  

adopted  h im  as  h i s  son ,  handed  over  h i s  k i ngdom to  h im ,  and  thereafter  

went  to  l i ve  in  a  forest  (Vanvas )  w i th  h i s  w ife .  

 

With  Vera  Bangara ja  i n  sadd le ,  Lord Ganapathy  thought  that  was  

appropr iate  t ime  to  man i fest  and  therefore  requested h i s  Mother  

Manga la  Dev i  to  appear  i n  the  dream of  k i ng  Vera  Bangaraja  and  i nstruct  

h im to  construct  a  temp le  for  her  near  Goraknath  Ashram so  that  he  

cou ld  a lso  man ifest  i n  the  oppos i te  s ide  of  her  temp le  a long  with  

S iddh i l akshmi  gaz ing  at  her  a l l  through  the  t ime .  Acced ing  to  the  

request  of  Lord  Ganapathy ,  Manga la  Dev i  appeared in  a  d ream of  k ing  

Bangaraja ,  and  to ld  h im  to  search  and  d ig  out  her  ido l  bur ied  to  the  

west  of  Goraknath  Ashram and  construct  a  temp le  at  the  same spot  as  

she  des i res  to  grant  prosper i ty  to  the peop le  l i v i ng  i n  h i s  k i ngdom.   

Though  K ing  Bangaraja  was  b i t  confused  over  the  dream,  he  consu l ted  

h i s  co l l ogues  and  dec ided  to  act  as  adv i sed .   He  a long  with  h i s  m in i sters  

and  subjects  v i s i ted  the  spot  i nd icated  by  Manga l a  Dev i ,  searched  and  

found  the  bur ied  ido l  i nsta l led  the  ido l  i n  a  temple  constructed  on  the  

same spot  and  named  i t  a s  Manga la  Dev i  temp le .   Subsequent ly  r egu lar  

da i l y  pu jas  and  other  r i tua ls  took  p lace  both  in  Sharabeshwara  and  

Manga la  Dev i  temples .   

 

After  the  death  of  Vera  Bangaraja ,  h i s  son ,  Chandrasekhar  Bangaraja ,  

took  over  the  re ins .   Dur ing  h i s  r eg ime  there  l i ved  a  poor  Brahmin  by  

name,  Keshava  who  was  a  scho lar ,  man  of  w i sdom,  and  great  devotee  of  

Lord  V inayaga .   He  pract i ced  tantr ic  r itua l s  for  earn ing ,  s ince  he  was  

we l l  ver sed in  the  sub ject  and  performed the  duty  of  a  pr iest  i n  

Ganapath i  temp le  o n  the  bank  of  Netravath i  R i ver .   So  famous  was  

Keshava  that  i n  the  homa  performed,  Lord  V inayaga  used  to  actua l ly  



appear  i n  per son  to  touch  the  Prasad  with  h i s  tr unk  as  a  symbo l  of  

acceptance .   

 

One  day ,  s i tt i ng  a lo ne ,  the  K ing  wondered how to  i ncrease  the  revenue  

of  h i s  state  to  extend more  welfare  measures  to  the  peop le .  By  then  he  

rece ived  a  message  that  a  f leet  of  seven  sh i ps  l aden  w i th  go lden  ores  

and  va luab l e  jewels  were  sa i l i ng  to  a  far -off  l and  through  the  area  r u led  

by  h im .   The  k ing  thought  that  i f  those  va luab l es  cou ld  be  conf ist icated ,  

i t  w i l l  he lp  deve lop  the  state  to  extend  more  welfare  measures  to  the  

peop le .  On  the  adv ice  of  h is  min isters ,  he  ut i l i zed  the  ser v ices  of  pr iest  

Keshava  to  ach ieve  the  fete .  Accord ing ly  Keshava  prayed Lord V inayaga  

and  i nvoked mantras  to  cause  a  v io lent  storm in  the  sea  thereby  

compe l l i ng  a l l  the  sh ips  to  toss  ashore .  As  i t  happened ,  the  K ing  after  

conf i scat ing  a l l  the  va luab les  from the  sh ip  l et  the  crew proceed on  

the i r  voyage .  What  a  surpr ise !  The  storm stopped and  turbu l ence  in  the  

sea  ca lmed down ! !   Thereafter  Keshava  became  more  popu lar .   

 

Lord  V inayaga ,  who  was  wa i t i ng  for  such  an  opportun i ty  to  occur ,  

appeared in  the  dream of  both  the  K ing  and  Pr iest  Keshava  to  te l l  them 

that  wou ld  shor t ly  man ifest  a long  w i th  S iddh i l akshmi  on  the  southern  

wa l l  of  Sharabeshwara  temp le ,  and  a  temp le  be  constructed  oppos i te  to  

the  Manga lambika ’ s  temp l e  and  he  worsh ipped  there .  Leav ing  the  

i nstruct ion  Lord  Ganapathy  d i sappeared from the  scene .  As  expected ,  

one  f i ne  morn ing ,  to  the  exc itement  of  everyone ,  Lord  Ganapathy  a long  

with  S iddh i l akshmi  appeared on  the  southern  wa l l  of  Sharavu  Sh i va  

temple .  Accord ing l y  a  temp le  came  up  fo r  h im  and  with  passage  of  t ime  

i t  became very  famous .  

Why did Vinayaga manifest with Siddalakshmi?  

Accord ing  to  some be l ief  as  stated in  puranas ,  Lord V inayaga  assumed 

d ifferent  forms in  var ious  yugas  (Per iods) .  The  present  be ing  Ka l i  Yuga  



the  craze  for  wea l th  dominated  the  minds  of  peop le  i nstead  of  sp ir i tua l  

so lace ,  and  therefore  Lord  Ganapathy  man ifested h imse lf  w i th  

S iddh i l akshmi  to  bestow wea l th  and  prosper i ty  to  the  devotees .   

 

Glory of Lord Saravu Ganapathi 

Tippu  Su l tan  heard  about  the  prosper ity  of  Thu lu  under  the  r u le  of  

Bangaraja .   He  dec ided  to  i nvade  Thu lu  w i th  a  v iew to  l oot i ng  the  wea lth  

there  and  dec lared a  war .  Fo l lowed by  a  huge  army,  he  reached the  

outsk ir ts  of  Thu lu  and  camped  there .  On  hear ing  the  news  of  T i ppu' s  

i nvas ion ,  the  agon ized  c i t i zens  r ushed  to  the  pr iest  seek i ng  h i s  he lp .  

The  pr iest  requested them to  stay  c a lm and  pray  to  Lord  Ganapathy .   

A long  with  them he  too  star ted  pray i ng  Sharavu Ganapathy seek ing 

protect i on  f rom the impending peri l .   That  n ight ,  haunted by a 

n ightmare in  dream in  whi ch an elephant  t rampled,  l i f ted  h im wi th 

i t s  t runk,  and threw him to  the ground severa l  t imes,  T ippu Sul tan 

cou ld not  get  s l eep.  The same dream cont inued to  come throughout 

the n ight  and d i s turbed h i s  s l eep.  He ca l l ed one of  the min i s ters  

be longing to  the Hindu sect  and sought h i s  advi ce.  The Min i s ter  

went  to  the temple and consul ted the pr i est  who told  h im that  Lord 

Ganapathy was annoyed over the ev i l  in tent ion  of  T ippu and that  i s 

why he has  been haunted in  the n ight .  When the min i ster returned 

back and appri sed T ippu of  th i s ,  for  i nexpl i cab le reasons,  T ippu ’s  

mind suddenly changed to  ca l l  o f f  the  war  wi thout consul t ing 

anyone.  Next  day he met  the King and promised to   grant   donat ion 

to Saravu Maha Ganapathi  temple and returned back to  h i s  country.   

 End  note :  The  c ontents  of  th i s  a r t i c l e  a re  b as ed  on  the  Pund i ts  ( Pu jar i es )  
and  other  devotees  vers i on .  Photos  g a thered  f rom  d i f ferent  s ources .  I n  c as e  
s ome  one  ge ts  fur ther  i n format i on  I  s h a l l  be  g l ad  and  thankfu l  i f  they  ma i l  me  
the  content  i n  n r j 1945@gma i l . c om   to  enab l e  updat i ng  the  art i c l e  i n  f u tu re .  
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