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     Yamaraj in Ve l la lore temp le             Yamaraj 
 

      

 Lord Yama Dharmaraj  

 

The very  name  of  Yama  wi l l  fr ighten  many  as  he  i s  fearsome and  not  

worsh ipped .  But  the  fact  i s  otherwise  .   Yamaraj  i s  supposed to  be  

very  k ind  hear ted  and  carr ies  out  h i s  dut ies  w i th  devot ion  upho ld ing  

Dharma and  r ight  conduct .  There  i s  a  sma l l  d i spute  over  h i s  b i r th .  

Some be l ieve  that  he  i s   son  of  Sun  God  and  some say  he  i s  the  son  of  

Mahabharata  hero  Yud i shtar .  
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     Yamaraj ’s   justice  

 

There  i s  a  very  i nterest ing  story  as  found  in  Katha  Upan ishad on  

Yamaraj .   Once  a  poor  Brahmin  had  to  donate  some cows  owned  by  h im  

to  a  Yagna  he ld  for  the  we lfare  of  mank ind .  S ince  he  was  very  poor ,  he 

cou ld  not  feed  them proper ly  and  they  were  very  weak .  See ing  the  

cond it ion  of  the  Cows ,  the  poor  Brahmin ’ s  l earned son  named  

Nach ikoda  came forward  with  a  request  that  he  may  be  taken  in  p l ace  

of  the   Cows  and  done  to  death  in  the  sacr i f i c i a l  Yagya  f i r e .  H i s  p lea  

was  accepted  and  thereafter  Nach ikoda  was  sent  to  Yamaraj .   As  

Nach ikoda  was  h igh l y  l earned ,  he  requested Lord  Yamaraj  to  en l ighten  

h im on  some of  the  un learned i ssues  surround ing  l i fe  and  death  and  

d i scussed  the  po i nt s  w i th  h im  for  three  days .  Yamaraj  unhes it at ing ly  

c l ar if ied  a l l  h i s  doubts .  Subsequent l y  p leased with  the  behav ior  of  

Nach ikoda ,  Yamaraj  sent  h im to  heaven .   

 

Yet  another  story  on  Yamaraj  i s  ava i l ab le  from fo lk  ta les .  It  shows  

the  fa i r ness  of  just ice  pract i ced  by  Yamaraj  whi l e  award ing  sentences  

to  those  who  were  sent  to  Yamaloga  after  death .  Once  a  washer  man  

was  sent  to  Yamaloga  after  h i s  death  and   when  he  reached  there  he  

found  the  go lden  cha ir  of  Yamaraj  empty  as  he  had  gone  out .  E l ated  to  

see  i t  empty ,  the  washer  man ,  went  near  and  sat  i n  the  go lden  cha ir  

and  s lept .  He  dreamt  as  though  some one   was  stea l ing  money  from h is  

sh i r t   hung  in  the  door .  Angered over  i t ,  he  got  up  and  threw the  

go lden  Cha ir  towards  h im  on l y  to   r ea l ize  l a ter  that  i t  was  a  dream.  In  

the  meanwhi l e  Yamaraj  returned back .  On  reach ing  h i s  chamber  he 

found  h i s  go lden  cha ir  l y i ng  ups ide  down  in  a  corner ,  and  l earned the  

fact  from the  washer  man .   Without  l oos ing  temper ,  coo l  Lord  Yama  

reca l led  severa l  i nstances  when  the  washer  man  sto le  and  c l andest ine ly  

kept  w i th  h im  the  va luab les  taken  out  from the  c lothes  g i ven  to  h im  



for  washing  dur ing  h i s  l i fet ime  i n  earth  and  wondered  whether  he 

cou ld  imag ine  how many  cha ir s  wou ld  have  been  thrown on  h im for  such  

coward ly  acts  ?   Yamaraj  d i sp l ayed  the  l i s t  conta in i ng  severa l  such  

instances  and  sent  the  washer  man  to  he l l .      

 

     Temple for Lord of death  

Apart  from a  temp l e  for  Yamaraj  i n  Sreevanch iam i n  Tami lnadu ,  

o ne  more  temp le  has  been  bu i l t  for  h im  in  a  p lace  ca l led  Ve l l a l ore  near  

Co imbatore  in  Ind i a .  The  temple  i s   about  20  KM from Co imbatore  in  

the  ma i n  l i ne  l ead ing  to  Guruvayoor  and  Tr ichur .   The  temp le  i s  

r epor ted ly  bu i l t  three  hundred years  ago  by  the  f i r st  of  the  seventh  

generat ions  of  temp le  pr iest  Pa lan iswamy ,  

 

Pr ior  to  the  construct i on  of  the  temp l e  Ve l l a l ore  faced  the  danger  of  

gett ing  washed away  on  account  of  f lood  from a  nearby  r i ver .  Yamaraj  

who  appeared in  the  dream of  a  l oca l ,  stopped the  catastrophe  and  

asked h im to  bu i ld  a  temp le  for  h im  there .   

 

Happy  over  the  dream the  res ident  star ted  search ing  for  a  su i t ab le  

l and  and  when  he  found  a  l and  s im i l ar  to  the  one  seen  i n  h i s  dream,  he  

rea l ized  i t  to  be  the  l and  of  a  Brahmin .  Interest i ng ly  when  he  reached  

that  spot ,  he  found  the  owner  of  the  l and  was  a lso  stand ing  there .  

Without  hes i tat ion  he  went  to  the  owner ,  nar rated the  dream,  and  

expressed h i s  des ire  to  construct  a  temp le  for  Yamaraj  i n  that  p lace .  

Surpr is ing ly  the  owner  of  the  l and  agreed at  once  and  to ld  h im  to  take  

as  much as  l and  requ ired  for  the  construct i on  of  the  temp le  there .  

Rest  of  the  work  star ted  fast  and  a  temple  for  Yamaraj ,  wh ich  cou ld  

be  reached by  wa l k  through  a  nar row footpath  i n  the  midst  of  a  

sugarcane  sap l ings ,  came up  in  a  very  shor t  t ime .   

 



Before  one  reaches  the  sanctum of  Yamaraj  one  has  to  pay  obed ience  

to  And ich i  Amman ,  s i ster  o f   Ch i tr agupta .   Next  seen  i s  Lord  V inayaga ,  

surrounded  with  snakes .    At  the  end  of  them,  i n  the  sanctum of  

fearsome  l ook ing  Yamaraj  seated on  a  b l ack  buffa lo  fac ing  the  south  

and  ho ld ing  weapon  Ankus  i n  one  of  h is  hands ,  st atue  of  Ch i tr agupta  

has  a lso  been  p laced to  h i s  r ight  s ide  .   Whi le  women  are  not  

permitted  to  go  beyond  V inayaga ,  men  can  go  near  Yamaraj  to  perform 

puja  and  worsh ip  h im .  The  Thevar  commun i ty  members  admin i ster  the  

temp le .   

Offer ings  to  Yamaraj  i nc luded  fu l l  coconuts ,  l emon  and  bete l  w ith  

nuts .   Those  v i s i t i ng  Co imbatore  shou ld  go  to  Ve l l a l ore  to  have  darshan  

of  Yamaraj ,  the  god  of  just i ce .  

 

End note:  The  c ontents  of  th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  bas e d  on  the  expressed  v i ews  
of  the  P u n d i t s  (  P u j ar i es  )  and  other  d e vote es  whom  I  met  i n  the  temp le  
dur i ng  my  v i s i t s .  Photos  g a thered  f rom  d i f f erent  s ourc es .  I n  c as e  s ome  
one  ge t  fu r ther  i n for mat i on  i n  the  temp le s  they  v i s i t  I  s h a l l  be  g l ad  
and  thankfu l  i f  they  ma i l  me  the  s t ory  i n  n r j 1945@gma i l . c om   s o  that  
updates  i n  the  a r t i c l e  can  b e  done  i n  future .  
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