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      Temple  

A temp le  for  Tr ipura  Sundar i  has  been  bu i l t  severa l  hundred  years  

ago  in  the  State  of  Tr ipura  i n  the  Northern  par t  of  Ind i a  .  She  i s  

a l so  referred as Shodaksh i ,  Sodaksh i ,  Rajarajeswar i  and  

La l i thamba .   Tr ipura  Sundar i ,  i s  the  goddess  assoc iated wi th   Maha  

V idya ,  a  powerfu l  Mantra .   In  Soundarya lah ir i  (composed by  Ad i  

Sankaracharya)  she  i s  por trayed as  a  s ix teen  year  young  g i r l  wh i l e  

no  such  ment ion  appears  i n  the  s tory  per ta in ing  to  Shodaksh i .  The  

temple  i n  Tr ipura  wh ich  i s  one  out  of  the  f ifty  one  Shakth i  Peedas  
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estab l i shed i n  the  wor ld  so  far ,  i s  s i tuated three  KM from a  p lace  

ca l led  Uda ipur  i n  Tr i pura  and  58  KM from Agartha la  another  c i ty .  

It  i s  be l ieved  temp le  was  damaged  by   l i ghten ing  400  years  back  

the  and  the  same  was  l a ter  renovated and  restored by  a  r u ler  of  

Tr ipura .    
 

The story of Tr ipura Sundar i  Temple 

Though many  s tor ies  are  f loat ing  on  Tr ipura  Sundar i  none  match  

w ith  the  dev i  i n  Soundarya  l ah i r i ,   composed  by  Ad i  Sankaracharya .   

One  of  the  stor ies  state  that  angered with  the  insu l t  meted  out  to 

h im  in  the  Yagya  performed by  h i s  father - in- l aw Dakshyan  and  the  

subsequent  death  o f  h i s  w ife  Par vath i  by  jumping  i nto  the  sacred 

f ir e ,  Lord  Sh i va  car r ied  Par vath i ’ s  corpse  on  h i s  shou lders  and  r an   

danc ing  uncontro l l ab ly  a l l  around  the  wor ld  for  days .  In  order  to   

ca lm  down Sh i va  ,  Lord V ishnu  used  h i s   Chakrayuda  to  cut  

Par vath i ’ s  body  i nto  p i eces ,  wh ich  fe l l  at  severa l  p laces  

subsequent ly  becoming  the  Sakth i  Peedas .  The temple  i n  Tr ipura  

came up  in  Mathapur i ,  a  town  where  Par vath i ’ s  r ight  foot  fe l l .  S i nce 

the  structure  of  the  temple  looked l ike  a  tor to ise  i t  was  a l so  named  

as  Kuurmasthan .   

 

As  per  another  fo lk  story  on  the  temp le  at  Tr ipura   ,  l ong  ago  there 

l i ved  a  Asura   ca l led  Taragasura .  He  had  three  sons  each  o f  whose  

characters  matched  with  three  aspects  v iz ,  Tamas ,  Rajas  and  Satva .   

They  obta i ned  a  boon  from Lord Sh i va  that  they  can  not  be  k i l l ed  

by  anyone  except  Sh i va ,  wh ich  too  i n  one  stroke  and  constructed 

three  f loat ing  l ands  made of  Iron ,  Go ld  and  S i l ver  and  l i ved  there .  

Due  to  the  boon  they  got ,  they  became ar rogant  and  star ted  

humi l i at ing  and  tor tur ing  the  other  devathas .  Unab le  to  bear  the  

tor tures  the  devathas  r an  to  Lord  Shiva  and  comp la i ned  of  the  



unbearab le  tor tures  and  i l l  t reatments  meted out  by  the  three  sons  

of  Taragasura .  Sh i va  got  annoyed wi th  the  ar rogance  of  the  three  

sons  of  Taragasura  and  destroyed  them in  one  stroke .   S i nce 

Par vath i  he lped Sh i va  to  destroy  the  three  asuras  w ith  three  

aspects  of  l i fe  -Rajas ,  Tamas  and  Satva  - ,  and  no  fema le  equa led  to  

the  beauty  of  Par vath i  ex i sted  anywhere  in  the  three  par ts  of  

un i ver se  v i z ,  Padaa l  l og ,  Bhoo log  and  Brahma l oga ,  she  came to  be  

accepted   as   Tr ipura  Sundar i  r epresent ing  the  three  aspects  and  

three  wor lds .  The  name of  the  temp l e  i n  Tr ipura  where  she  res ided  

at  that  t ime thus  became Tr ipura  Sundar i .  Another  ver s ion  states   

that  s ince  Sh i va  destroyed  the  three  asuras  w ith  three  aspects  of  

l i fe  and  Par vath i  absorbed  a l l  the  three  aspects  from the  ent ire  

un iver se  cons i s t i ng  of  three  wor ld ,  to  beaut ify  herse lf  and  thus  

named Tr ipura  Sundar i .  

  

Glory of Tripura sunadar i  

Though  i t  i s  be l ieved that  Tr ipura  Sundar i   was  a  s ixteen  year  

beaut ifu l  g i r l  she  appears  i n  the  form of  two  Ka l i  dev i  i n  the  

Tr ipura  temp le .  Two  statues  have  been  consecrated ins ide ,  w ith  one  

of  them ca l led  Choata  matha  that  i s  younger  dev i  and  the  other  as 

bada  matha  that  i s  e lder  dev i .  One  measures  two  feet  h igh  and  the  

other  f i ve  foot  statue .  When  some one  wondered how cou ld  a  Ka l i  

be  termed as  Tr ipura  Sundar i  ,  they  were  to ld  that  i n  a   famous  

Bhadraka l i  temp le  i n  Andhra  Pradesh (  Southern  state  i n  Ind ia  ) ,  

the  Ka l i  dev i  has  been  beaut i f i ed  by  i nvok ing  spec ia l  mantras  and  

worsh ipped  i n  the  form of  Tr ipura  Sundar i .  So  i s  the  case  with  

Tr ipura  Sundar i  temp le  i n  Tr ipura .  It  was  i ndeed an  exc it i ng  news  

to  hear  ! !   The  Choata  matha  used  to  be  carr ied  by  the  ru ler s  of  

Tr ipura  whenever  they  went  out  of  the ir  country  or  to  the  batt le  

f ie ld  at  the  t ime of  war .  



 

Why d id  Tr ipura  Sundar i  man i fest  ?  An i nterest ing  fo lk  ta le  

nar rates  the  story  thus .  When l ove  God  Manmatha  d i sturbed the 

tapas  of  Sh i va ,  he  was  burned to  ashes  with  Sh i va ’ s  th i rd  eye .  The  

devas  carefu l ly  co l lected  the  ash  and  brought  i t  to  l i fe .  Instead  of  

becoming  Manmatha  ,  i t  turned out  to  be  an  asura  who  went  to  Lord  

Sh iva  and  took  severa l  boons .  Thereafter  he  star ted  troub l i ng  the  

same devathas  who  gave  h im  l i fe .  When  h i s  tor tures  went  beyond  

contro l ,  the  devas   went  to  Sh i va  and  prayed for  h i s  pro tect ion  and  

to  save  them from the  acts  of  the  asura  created by  them.  Sh iva  too  

conver ted  Par vath i  to  l ook  l i ke   Ka l i  dev i   and   powered her  with   

three  aspects  of  h imse lf  to  destroy the  asura .  Thus  Par vath i  

powered  w ith  the  three  aspects  of  l i fe  i n  the  three  wor lds of  the  

un i ver se ,  man ifested  as  Tr ipura  Sundar i  for  a  par t icu lar  cause .   

 

End note:  The  c ontents  of  th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  bas e d  on  the  expressed  v i ews  
of  the  P u n d i t s  (  P u j ar i es  )  and  other  d e vote es  whom  I  met  i n  the  temp le  
dur i ng  my  v i s i t s .  Photos  g a thered  f rom  d i f f erent  s ourc es .  I n  c as e  s ome  
one  ge t  fu r ther  i n for mat i on  i n  the  temp le s  they  v i s i t  I  s h a l l  be  g l ad  
and  thankfu l  i f  they  ma i l  me  the  s t ory  i n  n r j 1945@gma i l . c om   s o  that  
updates  i n  the  a r t i c l e  can  b e  done  i n  future .  
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