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Once upon  a  t ime  Narad Mun i  proceeded to  Va ikunt  to  meet  Lord 

V ishnu .  As  he  wa lked  past  a  dense  forest  he  saw a  sa in t  i n  Tapas ,  

fu l ly  covered  by  the anth i l l .  Narada  was  cur i ous  to  see  how the  

sa i nt  w i l l  emerge  out  from the  anth i l l .  Days  passed and  one  f i ne  

morn ing  the  sa i nt  came out  of  the  anth i l l  as  though  he  was  

emerg ing  out  of  a  r oom.   When  the  sa i nt  saw Narad Mun i  he  went  

near  h im  and  exchanged p leasantr ies .  Narada  Mun i  to ld  h im  that  he  

was  proceed ing  to  Va ikund  to  meet  Lord  V ishnu .  The sa int  

requested h im  to  f ind  out  from Lord  Vishnu  s t i l l  how  many  mores 

does  he  have  (Sa i nt ) .    Narada  agreed p lace  h i s  r equest  to  Lord 

V ishnu  and  star ted  h is  journey .  

 

On  way  he  saw another  sa int  danc ing  i n  ecstasy  chant i ng  the  names  

of  God .  When  the  sa i nt  saw Narada ,  he  stopped  danc ing ,  he  too  

exchanged p leasantr ies ,  and  requested for  the  same i nformat ion  as  

sought  by  the  f i rst  sa i nt .  Narad Mun i  went  to  Va ikund  and  conveyed 

the  request  of  the  sa int s  to  Lord  V i shnu .   
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Lord  V ishnu  to ld  Narad Mun i  that  the  f i r st  sa int  w i l l  have  to  take  

severa l  more  b ir ths  whi l e  the  second wi l l  r each  Moksha  after  

tak ing  very  few b ir ths .  When Narad Mun i  went  and  conveyed  Lord 

V ishnu ’s  verd ict ,  the f i r st  sa int  became fur ious  shout ing  ‘what  a  

p i ty ,  even  after  performing  so  much of  tapas  do  I  deserve  on l y  

th i s?  ‘ .  The  second sa i nt  however  jumped  in  joy  say ing  ‘What  good  

news  that  I  got !   I  can  cont i nue  to  chant  the  name of  Lord in  few 

more  b ir ths  to  keep  my  mind  happy  ‘ .   

 

Hear ing  two  d i agrammat ica l ly  oppos i te  comments ,  Narada  Mun i  was  

confused .  Therefore  he  went  to  Lord  V ishnu  aga i n  and  requested 

h im to  c lear  h i s  confus ion .  Lord  V i shnu  to ld  h im that  whi l e  the  m ind  

of  the  f i r st  sa int  a lways  centered  on  h im  to  atta in  moksha  even  

whi l e  he  performed tapas ,  the  mind  of  the  second sa int  was  a lways  

on  God and  was  a lso  happy  to  hear  that  he  has  some  more  b i r ths  to  

cont inue  th ink i ng  God .  Therefore  in  order  to  mature  the  mind  of  

the  f i r st  sa int  he  needed more  b ir ths ,  whi l e  the  second needed 

on ly  few b ir ths  to  conso l idate  the  ga ins  of  the  b less i ngs  of  Gods .  

Hence  just ice  accorded to  them accord ing ly .   

 

End note:  The  c ontents  of  th i s  a r t i c l e  a re  the  fo l k  t a l e  that  I  h e ard .  
Photos  gathered  from  d i f f e r e n t  sources .   

 


