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Story of Thulsi plant and Saligrama

Santhipriya

One would hardly find a Hindu who does not worship Thulsi Plant. It is considered to
be not only a sacred plant, but also has medicinal values, hence the water immersed
with Thulsi leaves were given as temple prasad ever since temples were established
even from ancient times. The general belief has been that Lord Vishnu resides near
Thulsi plant in invisible form. Like how Vilva leaves are dear to Lord Shiva, the Thulsi
leaves are dear to Lord Vishnu, hence the garland made of Thulsi is offered to Lord
Vishnu in the Vaishnavite temples. Two varieties of Thulsi plants are seen, one has
light green leaves called as Rama Thulsi while the other has blackish green leaves
called Krishna Thulsi. The reason for calling them so is not known. Lord Vishnu
reportedly married Goddess Mahalakshmi on the eleventh of Tamil calendar month
of Karthigai when she was in the form of Thulsi plant, and hence that day is considered
to be auspicious and Thulsi Pooja is performed seeking favour from the Lord. Also
the belief has been that if one donated thulsi leaves in the month of Karthigai, it would

be equal to gifting one thousand cows. The belief has also been that those who daily



perform Thulsi pooja would go to heaven after their death. Hence thulsi water is

poured into the mouth of those dead would take their soul to Swarga (Vaikund).

There is an interesting folklore on Thulsi plant. As per that story, Lord Vishnu had
three wives who were Goddess Ganga, Goddess Mahalakshmi and Goddess
Saraswathi. One day when Lord Vishnu was conversing something with all three of
them, Goddess Ganga made some gesture to Lord Vishnu which was noticed by
Goddess Saraswathi and who misunderstood the gesture and pounced on Goddess
Ganga angrily and fought physically. When Goddess Mahalakshmi attempted to
intervene to end the fight, irked by her intervention, Goddess Saraswathi cursed
Goddess Mahalakshmi to born as a plant in earth. Saddened by the unnecessary curse
given to Goddess Mahalakshmi, irritated Goddess Ganga cursed Goddess Saraswathi
to become a river and run in the earth. Angered by the curse of Goddess Ganga,
Goddess Saraswathi cursed her to become another river and flow on earth. Thus all
the three Goddesses cursed each other for no real reason. Watching the commotion
and curses exchanged, Lord Vishnu immediately said that Goddess Mahalakshmi
would take birth as Thulsi plant in earth which would be worshipped by everyone as
sacred plant. Once her curse ended, he would join her again thus indicating that he
was closer to Goddess Mahalakshmi than to Goddess Saraswathi. As prophesied by
Lord Vishnu, Goddess Mahalakshmi got birth as Thulsi plant and again got married to

Lord Vishnu at the end of the curse.

There is yet another folklore over Thulsi plant. Once Goddess Mahalakshmi had to be
born the daughter of a King called Dharmadvaja. She had to take birth twice in earth
and undergo severe mental stress and humiliations in life on account of two curses
incurred by her. First she took birth as daughter of the King Dharmadvaja with an

intent to get remarried to Lord Vishnu on earth. She was named Thulsi. Thulsi in



Sanskrit meant, the one who cannot be assessed in any manner. At the same time
Lord Krishna too took birth on earth on account of a curse given by his consort Radha.
He was born as asura Jalhanthara and got married to Thulsi. Jalhanthara carried a
boon from Lord Shiva that he cannot be killed by any one till his wife remained chaste.
Jalhanthara was very rude and ruffian and tortured his wife. Time moved and
appropriate period to get killed knocked the door of Jalhanthara and to end the curse
on Goddess Mahalakshmi. Utilising the opportunity, Lord Mahavishnu went to
Goddess Mahalakshmi in the guise of Jalhanthara and outraged her modesty thereby
making her loose her chastity. Angered by his act, Goddess Mahalakshmi cursed him
to become a stone before Lord Vishnu appeared before her in his true form.
Meanwhile Jalhanthara too got killed and both Goddess Mahalakshmi and Lord
Krishna in the form of Jalhanthara got relieved of their curses. On the advice of Lord
Vishnu, she immediately took the second birth against the remaining curse and
became a Thulsi plant in earth and Lord Vishnu too took birth as Saligrama Stone. At

the end of their curses both of them got remarried again.
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